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CHWC January 2024 Newsletter 

I hope everyone enjoyed the jolly festivities  

that come alive with the holidays.  My  

December was personally filled with  

more excitement, family togetherness,  

and amazing revelries than I’ve  

experienced since my children believed  

in Santa Claus!  I hope that each of you  

also holds special memories of this wonderful time of year!   

 

As I reflect on 2023, I am proud to have served as president of 
this unique women’s club. I am thankful for the ladies who have 
dedicated themselves to serving on the board and who have worked 
with/supported me; and also for the many, many women who have 
generously given their time to either chair, lead, or participate in the 
many fundraisers and activities that the club has sponsored.  The 
Citrus Hills Women’s Club, Inc. (CHWC) is truly an exceptional 
family of beautiful and talented women!  

 

Looking forward to the new year, I’d like to raise my glass in a 
special toast to you – wishing you a happy and healthy 2024!  
The new year brings promises of opportunity and change, along 
with more exciting times for the CHWC. (Keep reading to find out  
what’s cooking on the front burner!) We have a lot to accomplish 
this year and I’m confident – once again – that we’ll exceed our 
fundraising goals!  It warms my heart to see the good that we do 
to help our community.    (continued on page 2) 



President’s Message Continued ... 

Page 2 

This year I will sadly wrap up my time as your president and I must say, it has 
been a real honor to serve and represent the CHWC.  Just as I challenged myself 
two years ago, I now challenge YOU to step forward into a leadership position 
(there are several board positions that expire in May) and commit to making a 
difference!  The new year is like a blank book, and we all hold the pen in our hands 
to write the next chapter. I look forward to seeing your name in the next chap-
ter! 

 

Best wishes for a joyous holiday season!   look forward to seeing you at our 

All my Best, 
Cheryl 
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Time to Elect Your Club’s Leadership Team!  
 

The Citrus Hills Women’s Club, Inc. is gearing up for elections.   Not the nation’s 

Presidential Election, but rather our Club’s leadership positions, and we need your 

help! 

Did you know that you give to the community just by serving as a club officer?   

Yes!  You can help guide CHWC in a powerful direction of community service and 

charitable work by stepping up and serving on the Executive Board.  Serving as an Ex-

ecutive Board member is a rewarding opportunity and learning experience that will on-

ly make our community stronger and bring self-satisfaction. 

Please consider using your professional experiences and education in guiding this 

club towards new horizons.  We want to continue to build our club in order to work 

hand in hand with our growing community and the charitable organizations we 

support. 

 

The following positions are available and we encourage interested members to 

self-nominate by contacting Marcia Porterfield at porterfield1921@gmail.com.  

• President (also available as a co-position) 

• First Vice President (also available as a co-position) 

• Second Vice President (also available as a co-position) 

• Secretary (also available as a co-position) 

• Treasurer (also available as a co-position) 
 

The slate of officer candidates will be announced in March and nominations will also 

be taken from the floor at the March Luncheon.   

Elections will be held at the April Luncheon and our new Executive Board will be 

mailto:porterfield1921@gmail.com
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January  2024 Luncheon Speaker 

CHWC Membership 

We are pleased and equally excited to have   
Steve Howard, Citrus County Board of     
Commissioners Administrator, as our January 
2024 guest speaker.  Mr. Howard will present to 
the membership a vision of "A Year of Action" in 
Citrus County. 
 
Be sure to submit your luncheon reservation 
early to secure your seat for Mr. Howard's         
informative presentation. 
 

Page 4 

Welcome to the CHWC. We hope that you will participate in the many activities and 

events that the club provides, and we look forward to meeting you at a future 

luncheon. 

We have 369 members as of December 8
th

 and 55 New members.  Please welcome 

our newest members to the club: 

Paula Newberry, Pamela Sisco, Joan Petron, Sharon Rivera, Jodie Chase, 

Gloria Cartegena, Marcia Miladinov 
 

Please stop by the membership table to introduce yourself. If you have any ques-

tions, please feel free to contact either Debby Blackie or Dawn Holley. 

Dawn Holley and Debby Blackie 

Membership Co-Chairs 
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Name:  Peggy Bock             Member Since: 1999 
State:   Arkansas                  Birth Month:  August 
 
I grew up on a farm in Arkansas. When it was time to choose a 
profession, I decided on joining the banking world in Helena, 
Arkansas and so I chose my career for over 40 years.  I con-
tinued my career in Tennessee, Michigan, Wisconsin and Illi-
nois.  While in Memphis, I worked in the Trust Department  
and  while in Michigan, I helped our Trust Officer set up a 
Trust  Department for our bank.  
 
While living in Memphis, I met Alan, my future husband, who was attending Christian’s Broth-
ers College. We married and had two children. I was fortunate to have my mother’s help while I 
worked until we moved to Michigan. We lived in Michigan for several years until Alan decided to 
get his master’s degree and we moved to Milwaukee for him to attend Marquette University.  He be-
came a full-time student, and I continued working in my banking career. 
 
After several years, we moved to Libertyville, Illinois where Alan started a career with Abbott 
Labs,  and I was going to be a stay-at-home Mom.  After one year at home, I wanted to work part 
time, and that eventually turned into a full-time job as Vice President of Marketing and finally 
as VP Branch Manager.  I continued my career attending classes at University of Colorado and 
Southern University of Illinois. I also served as the first woman President of the Chamber of 
Commerce for our three villages. I also served on many charity organizations’ boards that benefited 
the people of our community.  
 
While visiting my friend Judy Cummins in Hernando, Fl, I fell in love with the Cattle and Horse 
farms in the area. It reminded me of my original home. So, in 1997 we bought a home in Citrus Hills 
and when I retired from the banking world in the fall of 1998 Alan, and I moved here in January 
1999.  
 
I became active in CHWC as Hospitality Chairman for a couple of years. I love what our club 
has always meant to the community in supporting those in need.  I served as your Treasurer for 
several years and VP of Ways and Means(1st VP).  I also chaired the Bake Sale for many 
years along with the Craft Chair. It’s always been so rewarding to work with so many beautiful 
caring women during these 20+ years. 
 
Alan and I chose traveling as our together hobbies and traveled the world enjoying the many cul-
tures that we encountered.  Other hobbies include Mah Jongg, Bunko,  and reading. Life has 
been a joy and I now have 5 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.  
 
Open Secret:  While living in Memphis. I became friends with one of Elvis Presley’s very close 
friends who took me to parties hosted by Elvis at Graceland.   
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Member Support Committee News 
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Three cards were sent out this month.  The cards went to Julie Wolf, 

Dawn Holley and Carolyn Robertson’s husband, Randy.  Please let us 

know if someone needs a bit of sunshine whether it be a card or a call, 

contact Pam Brink at (352) 513-4120 or 

pambrink49@gmail.com or Marcia Por-

terfield at (734) 223-2026 or porter-

field1921@gmail.com. Each month at the 

luncheon there is a clipboard where mem-

bers can write down the name of someone 

who needs a card.  That is one more way 

you can let the member support team 

know that someone needs a card.   

At the December luncheon, Bette June Egan shared “Christmas is 
Friendship Time” written by Helen Steiner Rice from Loving Thoughts.   

Thank you, Bette June, you always inspire the membership.    

mailto:porterfield1921@gmail.com
mailto:porterfield1921@gmail.com
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Scholarship Committee News 
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The Scholarship Committee has been hard at work this past month.  We are very ex-
cited to announce that the CHWC Board approved a motion proposed by the Com-
mittee to include Crystal River High School in our scholarship program, begin-
ning in the spring of 2024. All Board members were very supportive of this important 
change.  Co-Chairs Marcia Schenker and Nanette Mitchell met with Kim Stratton, 
the scholarship coordinator at Crystal River High School in late November, who was 
delighted to welcome our organization into their school.  She explained to us that the 
school has a four-year Health Academy, offering programs in biomedical, ENT, and 
dental, and has strong bonds with the College of Central Florida and Withlacoochee 
Technical College.  They also have students taking AP courses and enrolled in the Du-
al Enrollment program at CCF.   

Additionally, the co-chairs met with the guidance counselors who coordinate the 
scholarship programs at Lecanto High School and Citrus High School, Beth Ev-
ans and Callie McClain, respectively.  We learned even more about each school and 
were invited to their Scholarship Nights in the spring of 2024. 

On December 5
th
, Nanette and 

Marcia went to a meeting at 
WTC, where we met with our 
two young $1000 scholar-
ship winners and two school 
administrators, Mr. David 
Roland, WTC Director, and 
Ms. Diana Cooper, Financial 
Aid Specialist.  We were 
overjoyed to meet the two 
young men, Tim Dottillis and 
Andrew Annand, and they 
were gracious and generous 
with their time and com-
ments.   

 

Left to right:  Diana Cooper (WTC Financial Aid specialist), David Roland 
(Director, WTC), Andrew Annand, Tim Dottillis, Nanette Mitchell and Marcia 

Schenker; 
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We learned that Tim (26) was born in Inverness and grew up in Crystal River, gradu-
ating from high school there in 2015.  He immediately joined the Navy and stayed in 
the service for six and a half years, working at the Seattle-Kitsap-Bangor Naval-
Submarine Base.  Tim worked in nuclear weapons security while there, serving in the 
harbor security patrol, the last line of defense for submarines and nuclear weapons. Tim 
was also stationed at Key West for a while.  He 
began his education at WTC in the welding pro-
gram, but then switched to technology support.  
He uses funds from the Montgomery GI Bill to 
help with living expenses and was thrilled to get 
support from CHWC for his tuition. 

Our second winner, Andrew (27), was born in 
Brooklyn, NY, and grew up in Queens, NY.  He 
moved to Florida three years ago to help his 
Dad with his business, the Crystal River Motel, 
on Route 19 in Crystal River, and is still working 
there while in school.  While in New York he 
did auto-motive body and mechanic work, 
but he always had an interest in the CISCO 
program, an introduction to networking, 
when he was young.   

Both students are now involved in a very 
strenuous course of study, which will allow 
them to work in the world of cyber-security 
when they graduate. They both have several 
certificates, including an A+ certificate in gen-
eral hardware and software technology, and 
PC Pro, but this term they are working to 
earn the Security + and Security Pro certifi-
cates, which will allow them to work at a bank, a big organization like a university in the 
cybercrimes division, (Tim’s goal) or a large corporation like Amazon or Google, 
(Andrew’s goal).  They are full time students who need to put in 600 hours to be-
come cyber-security specialists and then another 150 hours to take and pass a se-
ries of penetration tests.   

 

 

Andrew Annand and Tim Dottillis 

Scholarship Committee News 
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Scholarship Committee News 
Tim expressed that he would like to stay in Florida and work for UF in Gainesville, 
or the Tampa Bay Rays or Tampa Bay Lightning. Andrew is willing to move if he gets 
a good offer!  Both men have used A-I in their work and are looking forward to learning 
more about it in the future. 

It was a heartwarming experience to meet these two students.  They expressed their 
appreciation and gratitude to us, and to all of you, who support the CHWC scholar-
ship program. 

All who attended the CHWC December Luncheon had a heartwarming and very 
gratifying experience, as we were entertained by about 30 members of the Lecanto 
High School elite choral singers.  We were also introduced to the young woman who 
will be taking over as choral director in January after the retirement of the present direc-
tor. Her name is ASHLEY EVANS, and she was a CHWC Scholarship winner in 
2018! When introduced to the membership she received a thunderous round of ap-
plause. It was truly heartwarming to see our mission fulfilled in person, with one 
of our winners coming back to Citrus County as an educator. Bravo!  

We want to thank everyone who attended the luncheons this fall and supported 
the Scholarship Committee through their purchase of a raffle ticket. The more tickets 
you have, the better your chances of winning the $100 prizes we will begin awarding 
in January!  We have raised over $1,000 to date and are most appreciative of your 
help as we work to achieve our goals for the students of Citrus County. We thank 
you for your on-going generosity.   

Marcia Schenker  and Nanette Mitchell  
CHWC Scholarship Committee Chairs 



CHWC Paw Pantry Needs: 

• Unopened dry or canned dog food 

• Unopened dry or canned cat food 

• Dog or Cat Treats and Kitty Litter 

• Watch for BOGOS at Publix's Pet 

aisle/ any brand or size.  
Please bring to drive-thrus and fall luncheons.  

 

For more Information contact:   
Karen Settle 708-205-7037. You can have 

large food orders delivered directly to  

Karen’s Home from Amazon or Chewy —

please let her know.    

Pets are often the only consistent 

companion many seniors have and 

are often considered part of the family.  

Seniors would rather go hungry them-

selves than not feed their pet.  Pet 

Meals is supplemental to Meals on 

Wheels.  Pet food is not guaranteed, 

and seniors rely on the generosity 

of the community.    

   

By donating monthly to the CHWC 

Paw Pantry program, we can make a 

difference in the lives of over 100 

seniors with pets.  We collected a 

total of 2,008 pounds of dog and cat 

food in 2022—2023.  185  lbs. was 

collected in December. 

Pets Need Your Help  
CHARITY EVENTS AND NEWS 

For Your Convenience 

Send food directly to Karen Settle:  1182 

N. Hunt Club Dr., Hernando, FL. 34442 

August =   

586 lbs. 

424 lbs. 

679 lbs. 

1,088 lbs. 
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1,273 lbs. 
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Community and Charity Support Citrus County 
Drive-Throughs   Time to Begin Cleaning! 

January 24
th

 will be a Drive-Through for donations, held at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church (439 E. Norvell Bryant) from 9-10:30 am.  CHWC will be collecting non-perishable 

food, unopened cat and dog food, warm clothing, household goods, personal care 

items for women, diapers, wipes, and trash bags.  The club is supporting The Family Re-

source Center, CASA (spouse abuse shelter), and Pet Meals for homebound seniors at this 

Drive-Through. 

The board approved having Drive-Throughs every 

other month on the fourth Wednesday.  The next one will 

be March 27
th
.  

 

Holiday Cheer 

CHWC members wrapped gifts for the Adopt-A-Child 
program on November 27

th
 and 29

th
.  Over 135 chil-

dren were adopted by club members.  Numerous mem-
bers donated items and money to help needy children. 

Christmas fun came to Carter School on December 
8

th
.  Jan Rudin and Nini Bermudez-Webb read “The Night 

Before Christmas” in both English and Spanish.  Each 
child received a bag of gifts including a warm jacket, 
socks, hat, mittens, a book, color books, crayons, 
matchbox cars and small toys.  Thank you, members, for your generous donations. Jackie 
Huband and Judy Stone joined Jan and Nini in being Santa’s helpers. 
 

Charity Donations 

If members wish the club to consider additional charities to support please contact Judy 
Stone at jbstone716@gmail.com or Sheri Chancey at Schancey@gmail.com. The current 
charities the club supports include Family Resource Center, CASA, Blessings, Voices for 
Children, Jesse’s Place, Pet Meals for Seniors, Carter Head Start School, Community Food 
Bank. 
 

Sit-Upons 

January 8
th
 at 10 AM there will be a session at Mary Stansfield’s home (1578 N. Tee Time 

Terrace) to complete the sit-upons for Carter School.  The cushions are all cut and punched, 
they just need lacing up.  If you would like to help, please contact Judy Stone 
jbstone716@gmail.com or Mary Stansfield at mstanfield60@gmail.com 
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Jan Rudin and Nini Bermudez-Webb  

Jackie Huband, Nini Bermudez-Webb, Judy 
Stone, Jan Rudin, Bev Brooks   

Children at Carter St. 
School  

Collected at December    
Luncheon 
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Be sure to sign-up at the 
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Mah Jongg 

open to the public.  Ticket 
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JANUARY’S HIGHLIGHT:  CHWC DINNER DANCE 

“ALL I WANT TO DO IS DANCE THROUGH THE DECADES…..Over and 

Over Again!” 

How about you? Is the music of your youth still in your blood? Do you know almost 

every word to almost every song that came out while you were in high school? Do you 

remember driving around with friends, the radio blasting? And soc hops? And the ever 

so romantic “slow songs?” If you do, if the joy of music has touched your life, made 

you laugh and made you cry, if you cannot stay still when you hear “Cracklin’ Rosie,” 

“Born to Run” or “Dancing Queen,” then you will not want to miss the Citrus Hills 

Women’s Club Dinner Dance on January 27, 2024, DANCING THROUGH THE 

DECADES.   

Doors open at 6:00 in the Hampton Room of the Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club.  

There will be a myriad of tantalizing prizes to win, a picture booth and a delicious 

signature drink, Highway to Heaven, served at the cash bar. We are excited to an-

nounce that once again Tito’s Vodka has agreed to be our platinum sponsor, so 

come ready to win a bottle, … or more!   DJ Tecniq will bring over 1000 recordings 

to please all musical preferences, and he will take requests.  

 

 A buffet dinner will be served at 7:00, featuring Garden Salad, Warm Rolls, Bourbon 

Salmon, Thinly Sliced Prime Rib, Chicken Piccata, Au Gratin Potatoes, Rice Pilaf, and 

Baby Carrots. There will also be a fresh fruit bowl and a delicious carrot cake for des-

sert, served with coffee or tea.  Ticket prices are $65.00 per person. 

 

This will be a night to remember.  You will smile a lot, laugh a lot, and remember 

some of the best moments of your life, because this will be an evening of your music, 

the music that belongs to you, to us, that never gets old and just somehow always 

gets us up and moving, makes us sing, and feel ever so lucky that we lived through 

these important decades listening to a unique kind of music.   The music of our time.  

Don’t miss this chance to roll back time, sing, dance, and laugh with friends, and 

enjoy those great memories we still, and will, carry with us. 

                           

 For more information or to purchase tickets, please contact Elizabeth D’Andrea 

(t2grean@gmail.com) or Jan Rudin (jrudin124@outlook.com).   
 

mailto:t2grean@gmail.com
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Excitement Unleashed: Stepping Into Fashion 

We are delighted to unveil an event that is set to become one of the top 
highlights of the season – presenting the Citrus Hills Women's Club Lunch-
eon and Fashion Show! Our theme "Stepping Into Fashion," promises an un-
forgettable experience as the dazzling runway showcases outfits provided by 
Wisteria Boutique in Heritage Hills, seamlessly blending style, elegance, and 
glamour. 

Event Details: 
Date & Time:  February 14, 2024, Valentines Day 
Doors Open:  10:00 a.m. 
Fashion Show starts immediately after lunch 

Save the date and mark your Calendars for what is sure to be a spectacular    

occasion! 
 

Venue:  Join us in the Windsor room where Raffle Baskets, Door Prizes, Lot-
to Trees, Silent Auction items and unique finds will be available for purchase.  
Remember to bring your checkbooks and cash for an opportunity to discover 
fabulous treasures. 
 

Fashion with a Purpose:  Prepare to be captivated as the latest trends 
center stage in our Fashion Show, presented by Wisteria and our very own 
Citrus Hills Women’s Club models. From chic casual wear to dressy attire, at-
tendees will witness a fashion extravaganza while gaining valuable tips on ac-
cessorizing, mastering the art of wearing scarves and creating a versatile cap-
sule wardrobe. Our aim is to inspire and keep you ahead of the fashion curve, 
all while supporting a great cause. 
 

Fundraiser Highlights:  This event transcends the traditional fashion show;  it is 
a celebration of our community’s unique sense of style, creativity and camaraderie. 
Our collective vision is to curate a unique fashion event that not only showcases the 
latest trends but also contributes to charitable causes close to our hearts.  Together, 
let us make a meaningful difference in our community. 
 

Ticket Information:  Make your reservations at the January luncheon by turning 
in a February luncheon form or contact Pat Crawley (484-919-1499) for a luncheon 
form. You can also drop off your form at the Pro Shop with checks and names of 
members at your table. 

For more Information, contact: 

Dr. Del Gillispie, Chair, CHWC Fashion Show 2024.  Get ready to step into a world 
of fashion, fun and philanthropy at the Citrus Hills Women’s Club luncheon and 
Fashion Show.  We eagerly anticipate your presence at this remarkable event! 

 

See you there! 
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Profits from this fundraiser benefit our scholarship fund and designated charities. 
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Dragon’s  Roar Mah Jongg Tournament 

Deadline for registration is March 10, 2024 
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